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College
prep
charter
school to
open

Breaking
ground
ready to
begin
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Proper education remains a
concern for parents in
Pinellas County. Recent statistics from the State Department of Education
shows that elementary
schools such as Melrose,
Campbell Park, Fairmount
Park, Maximo and a list of
others have high percentages of children entering
the fourth grade not reading at a third grade level.
The Learning Village,
Inc., a non-profit support
group, hopes to combat
those statistics with University Preparatory Academy,
new charter school that is
now accepting applications
for enrollment for grades
K-7, with 8-12 coming soon.
Members of the Learning Village came together
recently at the Enoch Davis
Center to review architectural drawings for University Prep, which will be
housed in the vacant Southside Fundamental property
located at 1701 10th St. S.
According to Goliath
Davis, president of the
Learning Village, this new
charter school was established as an answer to the
See CHARTER, page 7

Darryl Rouson celebrates 15 years of sobriety by giving inspiration to others.


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Most days State Representative Darryl Rouson
tries to overshadow his
past. Not the past full of
triumphs and firsts.
There are many of those,
but the past he believes
will always haunt him in
his personal endeavors
and those of his political
career.
“They will never ever
let you forget what you’ve
done,” Rouson expressed
to the gathered crowd at
the Enoch Davis Center,
1111 18th Ave. S. “They’ll
talk about you. They’ll
criticize you; they’ll say

you’re a dope head.”
And after 15 clean
years off drugs and alcohol, Rouson admits he’s
still looked upon as inferior and referred to as a
“crack head” in some circles.
So every St. Patrick’s
Day while most people
are waiting for the five o’clock hour to get some
green brew and Irish
whisky, Rouson is visiting
prisons and rehab centers in an effort to tell his
story.
And this March 17
was no exception. It was
on this day back in 1998
when Rouson won his
first battle against addiction, finally realizing the

consequences of years of
abuse.
“It sunk in then,” he
explained. “I knew that if
I took the cotton out of
my ears and stuck it in
my mouth and just shut
up and listened it would
work.”
The afternoon read
like a sermon. Only the
man giving it wasn’t
speaking through the experiences of people he’d
talked to. No, the man
standing in front of the
audience of former addicts, people still strugtheir
through
gling
addiction, elected officials and friends and family has lived the hell of
addiction.

It permeated his
thoughts for years. It continues to plague his accomplishments. Yet, he
crawled through it and
after nearly a decade saw
the light at the end of the
tunnel.
“I have slept in dope
holes where there is no
running water, no electricity,” revealed Rouson
“scared to go to sleep because they might take my
dope, take my life or take
my money.”
A truth that for some
may be hard to imagine,
but the courage to bare it
all in front of not only a
room full of strangers,
See ROUSON, page 8

FAST assembly
largest ever
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

Goliath Davis

ST. PETERSBURG –
Tropicana Field played
host to the interfaith
group Faith and Action
for Strength Together
(FAST) last Tues., March
12. The group’s annual
gathering, the Nehemiah
Action Assembly, had

ST. PETERSBURG – St.
Petersburg College (SPC)
Downtown and Midtown
Campus Provost Dr. Kevin
Gordon and Midtown’s Associate Provost Cynthia Jolliff-Johnson were all smiles
last Wednesday when they
revealed that the college
has selected Gilbane Contractors to break ground on
the new Midtown Campus
in May.
“The main reason they
were chosen was how well
they embrace the community as part of this project,
Gilbane rose to the top
when they presented their
plan. We want the community to know that SPC is
committed to 30 percent
minority participation. This
is a priority,” said Gordon.
The 15 million dollar
project is slated to break
ground in May and be completed a year later.
The new building will
be adjacent to the Johnnie
Ruth Clarke Health Center
to the north and its new
parking facilities will wrap
around the historic medical
campus to the east.
The facility will house a
much needed children’s library, which is a joint effort
by St. Petersburg Public Library and SPC. There will
be a youth area and a community room available for
reservations to any group
approved through the college.
Jolliff-Johnson believes
the children’s library will

See MIDTOWN, page 6

more than 3,000 attendees representing 40 separate
congregations
throughout
Pinellas
County.
Rev. Robert Teagle of
St. Mary’s Missionary
Baptist Church called the
meeting to order and
drew everyone’s attenSee FAST, page 5

City Council Chair Karl Nurse met with
thunderous applause as he affirmed to move
quickly on a strong local hiring ordinance.



Dr. Kevin Gordon
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INJURIES NOW!

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
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Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling

Sister Dianne Hughes, Medical Referral Services, LLC
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CALL 24/7 (727) 557-5737
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By Jon Wilson

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing village and parental engagement:
Changing the pipeline to prison
Research says that if 100 children
are reading below third grade level by
time they reach the fourth grade, the
prison system will prepare 100 prison
beds to accommodate them.
If we start at the beginning of the
pipeline, studies also say that parents
and other caring adults have the most
immediate impact on child while in the
pipeline.
Then, if we, the community-village
and parents, start at the beginning of
the pipeline, it will yield a significantly
higher graduation rate and beyond, resulting in changing or closing the
pipeline!
Question: What would be the impact
on our children if we work together,
and what would be the role of each the
Church, faith-based organizations, parents, school district, caring adults and

Celebrating Women’s History Month

the village-community?
To Christian believers, what does
the Lord require the Church to do? Call
me and let’s discuss planning and implementing an Action workshop that will
result in changing the pipeline output.
Pastor Rainey is the President of the
Parent Support For Education Council,
Inc., Chairman JWB South County Community Council and also serves as Outreach Pastor for Faith Memorial MB
Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior
Pastor.
Pastor Rainey may be contacted at
mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 4201326
PSFEC meets every third Thursday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Hospitality House located at 3647 18th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, adjacent to South Side
Tabernacle Baptist Church.

PINELLAS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1963

50TH CLASS REUNION

Come and celebrate with your classmates!
Members of the Class of 1963 who attended Pinellas High School in Clearwater will
celebrate its 50th year reunion. Events are scheduled for Fri.-Sun., June 7-9. Some classmates
could not be reached, so if you have not been contacted, please call Annie Elliott Gardner
727-581-6361 or Janie Perkins Williams 727-623-8646. We look forward to hearing from you.
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Besides her classroom expertise, McLin founded
the drama club at Gibbs High School.
Known simply as “O.B.” to her
friends, Olive Beatrice McLin became a
legendary educator who helped mold
the lives of generations of St. Petersburg
residents. She has been called the finest
teacher in Pinellas County history.
McLin did more than teach academic subject matter. She concentrated
on developing each student as a person
by being what she called “pleasantly
strict” and recognizing and encouraging
the worth of each pupil.
“I didn’t make them all honor students, but I did make them better people,” McLin liked to say.
One of the English and literature
teacher’s trademarks was correcting her
students’ use of the language – whether
in the classroom, at church or during
any encounter elsewhere.
She came to St. Petersburg at about
nine years of age when her father was
named pastor of Bethel AME Church.
Her mother became principal at Davis
Academy, where she was the first female
African-American principal in the county.
McLin attended Davis until it became time to go to high school. Because
Gibbs High School had not yet been established, McLin studied high school
subjects at Edward Waters College in
Jacksonville. It was there she learned
Latin and studied other classic subjects.
McLin earned bachelor’s degrees
from Atlanta University and Florida
A&M before going on to receive a master’s degree from Columbia University
in New York City. In the 1930s, she
began teaching at Gibbs.
Years later, one of her students was
James Meredith, a civil rights figure
who made history when at great risk he
became the first black student to integrate the University of Mississippi.
Meredith, a Mississippi resident, had
lived in St. Petersburg with his aunt and
uncle because of the opportunity to get
a better education at Gibbs.

Meredith said that McLin “helped
me make it through school. She kept
leaning on me to do better.”
In a 1963 edition of Jet magazine, it
was reported that while Meredith was
debating whether to return to the University of Mississippi, he received a letter from McLin that said: “You are no
longer James Meredith. You are we and
we are you. And we can’t afford to give
up.”
McLin understood the risks of being
a civil rights activist. For a time, she was
Florida NAACP secretary. Harry T.
Moore replaced her in 1951, and a week
later he died when his house was
bombed.
In Pinellas, she fought for equal pay
for black teachers, who earned less than
their counterparts in the segregated allwhite schools. McLin established the
Greater St. Petersburg Council on
Human Relations and served as vice
president of Church Women United. She
was one of 50 teachers chosen nationally
to attend a conference on racism.
Besides her classroom expertise,
McLin founded the drama club at Gibbs
and the renowned St. Cecilia Choir. She
had her students put on operettas and
Shakespearean plays and made sure
they learned classical writers such as
Chaucer.
McLin was honored many times during and after her 45-year teaching career. A performing arts center at Gibbs
was named after her, as was a family center on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street.
A community history program at the
University of South Florida St. Petersburg also bears her name.
McLin died in 1985 at age 76. The
late Emanuel Stewart, another longtime
educator in Pinellas County, said of her:
“Although Miss McLin was not an actor
on the stage of a theater per se, she was
really an Oscar-winning actor in the theater of life”
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Academy Prep students meet
Yankee Curtis Granderson

Documenting historic a
neighborhood
BY JON WILSON
STAFF WRITER

Curtis Granderson spent the afternoon on campus meeting
with students and introducing the Grand Kids Challenge.
ST. PETERSBURG —
New York Yankees All Star
outfielder Curtis Granderson and the Grand Kids
Foundation, in partnership
with
New
Balance,
launched a six-week Grand
Kids Challenge to promote
physical fitness and education at Academy Prep earlier this month. Curtis spent
the afternoon on campus
meeting with students and
introducing the Grand Kids
Challenge, which encourages students to document
their daily physical fitness
activities.
The Grand Kids Challenge puts each class in

competition against one another to spend the most
total time being physically
active. Curtis Granderson
will announce the winner
when he visits Academy
Prep Center of St. Petersburg at the conclusion of
the six-week program.
Granderson will also award
students with “Grand” New
Balance prizes.
“Academy Prep students
will not only prosper from
the leadership and example
set by Mr. Granderson, but
the Grand Kids Challenge
will empower them to make
physical fitness a daily
lifestyle choice. Healthy

bodies grow creative spirits
and persevering hearts - the
type of students we cultivate
here at Academy Prep.” said
Kristy Craig, Academy Prep
Center of Tampa’s Program
Director.
“As a company, New Balance is dedicated to the
cause of preventing childhood obesity, so we are
thrilled to support Curtis
and his Grand Kids Challenge at Academy Prep,”
says Mark Cavanaugh, general manager of team sports
at New Balance. “We look
forward to supporting Curtis’ efforts on and off the
field in 2013.”

 

ST. PETERSBURG Proposed locations of historic markers along 22nd
Street South and along
Ninth Avenue South were
unveiled at a meeting Tuesday evening, and residents
are being asked to continue sharing their historic
memories for the community’s African-American
Heritage Project.
“We are still asking for
people to contribute,’’
said project steering committee chair Gwendolyn
Reese. “Pictures, articles,
even tickets from the
Royal Theater or the
Manhattan.”
Reese also announced
that at 7 p.m. on April 30,
“The Gathering: Elders
Telling Their Stories” will
be held at the Carter G.
Woodson Museum.
It is the first of several
such programs in which
longtime residents will be
interviewed about their
memories of the community. Their remarks will be
taped and recorded on
video. Plans call for “The
Gathering” to be held on
the last Tuesday of each
month, always at 7 p.m. at
the Woodson museum,
which is at 2240 9th Ave. S.
These programs are
free and open to the public. All are invited.
The Heritage Project
has been ongoing for
more than a year. It was
generated by Mayor Bill
Foster to honor historically significant people,
places and events in the
community. The city planning staff has been hard
at work since late 2011 researching and compiling
data.
The Twenty-Second
Street and Ninth Avenue
corridors represent the
project’s first phase.
When it is complete, the
project will move on to
document other historic

Eighteen to 20 locations have been proposed,
and Happy Workers is on the list.
neighborhoods, including
(but not limited to)
Methodist Town, Pepper
Town, and the Gas Plant
area.
Tuesday evening, city
historical planners Aimee
Angel and Kim Hinder
showed models of the
markers, and maps where
the markers are proposed
to be placed. They could
be installed as early as
this summer. A $50,000
state grant is paying for
them.
Eighteen to 20 locations have been proposed.
Among them are the
Manhattan Casino, the
Woodson
Museum
(which was the historic
Jordan Park administrative office), Harden’s Grocery and Henderson’s
Sundries, the Royal Theater, Mercy Hospital, Dr.
Ralph Wimbish’s building, Dr. Robert Swain’s office and apartments,
Happy Workers Day Care
Center, and the Fannye
Ayer Ponder National
Council of Negro Women
chapter house.
Markers will be two- or
three-sided and often

cover more than one topic.
For example, the marker
placed near Mercy Hospital (now the Johnnie Ruth
Clarke Health Center) also
will include information
about transportation along
Twenty-second
Street,
with emphasis on the Blue
Star Cab Company.
The markers as installed will be six feet tall,
with information and pictures displayed on a 30-by40
inch
embedded
fiberglass section. The
markers are said to be
graffiti-proof and easy to
clean.
Most are to be installed on public right-ofway, although permission
must be sought from a few
private property owners.
If you have information, photos, articles or
other memorabilia to
share, or know of an elder
who would like to be
interviewed, call one of
these
three
people:
Project chair Gwendolyn
Reese (727) 418-2881; vice
chair Jon Wilson (727)
488-3382; or city planner
Kimberly Hinder (727)
892-5451.

Parent Support for Education Council, Inc. in partnership
with The Weekly Challenger presents:

Parent of the Week Award
This award is not a contest; rather the purpose of the award is to celebrate
parental engagement in education by parents and caring adults. While encountering many challenges, these parents continue to be engaged in all aspects of their
children’s lives.
Phillip and Pamela
Garrett are working together in harmony to
raise three wonderful
children. These proud
parents continuously
promote success in all
aspects of their children
lives such as helping
with homework, attending church with their
children and visiting
the school at least once
a month.
The Garretts have a
unique way to invest in
the lives of other children and families by inviting families to visit their place of
business (Bongo Bounce), which is similar to Chunky Cheese.
May the Lord continue to bless the Garrett family.

Carolyn Dixon is a caring adult that has
been serving as a foster parent for several
years. As a foster parent, she works with the
children in her charge by helping with school
work and by encouraging the disciple of studying. She also visits the school at least once a
week to check on their progress.
I am sure that as a caring adult who invests
time in children, this will result in the positive
development of the children in her care.
Thank you Ms. Dixon for your demonstrated love for children.
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Nehemiah Action Assembly gathers for justice

 


From FAST, page 1

tion to score cards that
were passed out along with
the evening’s agenda. The
score cards gave the names
of officials representing
various public and governmental entities as well as
predetermined questions
the officials would be responding to.
He then asked the assembly to applaud when
there was a ‘yes’ answer to
the predetermined questions on the card, and admonished them to remain
silent if an official gave a
‘no’ answer.
On the score card,
there were four main topics
that represent FAST’s
agenda: affordable housing, jobs, education and
healthcare.
Commissioner
Ken
Welch, who was not present, had already committed
to advocate for the county
to keep its promise and allocate five million dollars of
Penny for Pinellas money
to affordable housing for
the next three years. Commissioners John Morroni,
Charlie Justice and Janet
Long also affirmed their
support.
Mayor Bill Foster and
City Council Chair Karl
Nurse were asked if they
would continue to attend
the work group meetings to
ensure that a strong local
hiring
ordinance
be
drafted; continue to advocate for a clear benchmark
for percentage of work
hours to be completed by
rehabilitated ex-offenders
and continue to move the
process forward, and
quickly, to ensure a final report by the end of next
month.
When Nurse and Foster
both answered yes, they
met with thunderous applause.
One disappointment of
the evening came when Dr.
Barbara Hires stood in for
Pinellas County Schools superintendent,
Michael
Greco. Dr. Hires apolo-

gized to the crowd for
Greco and said that he had
previously scheduled meetings with parents.
FAST has called on
Pinellas County Schools to
improve reading scores in
the county through a program called Direct Instruction, a phonics-based
method of reading in which
students are taught to
sound out letters to identify
unfamiliar words. Many
school districts now use a
method called Whole Language which according to
many educators has been
an abysmal failure.
The National Institute
for Direct Instruction, a
nonprofit group that offers
training to schools implementing the program,
would be willing to install it
as a core curriculum in a
pilot school such as the beleaguered Melrose Elementary, at no cost to the
district. Melrose has some
of the lowest reading
scores in the district.
Hires, however, turned
down their offer at this
time, and her response was
not taken too well by the
crowd.
Healthcare, or more
precisely dental care, was
the rallying point of the
evening’s events.
Dr.
Claude Dharamraj, Director of the Pinellas County
Health Department, met
with thunderous applause
when she, Joe Santini, representative from Community Health Centers, and
Cheryl Small the Director
of the Community Dental
Center affirmed that they
would be part of a team that
will develop a plan to bring
dental services and preventive care to 15,000 Pinellas
County adults.
Small told the crowd
that plans are already in the
works to offer restorative
and preventative care at a
site in Clearwater. The dental center scheduled to
open in November will
offer services on a sliding

 


Courtesy of

More than 3,000 attend FAST’s Nehemiah Action
Assembly, Tues., March 12.

Pastor Martin Rainey
attends FAST’s
Nehemiah Action
Assembly
scale.
The interfaith group
began in November 2004
when 800 people from diverse
backgrounds
throughout Pinellas County
gathered together to form
the FAST Organization to
provide congregations with
a tool to do effective justice
ministry in Pinellas County.
FAST began as a result
of spiritual as well as practical concerns. They are inspired by biblical passages
such as Micah 6:8 where
we are told what is required
of us by God: exercise justice, to love kindness, and
to be modest in walking
with God.
The Nehemiah Action
Assembly’s name is taken
from Nehemiah 5:1-13
where Nehemiah successfully brings together a
“great assembly” to protest
unfair seizures of land and
overly high interest rates.
Rev. Manuel Sykes, one
of the founding members of

Mayoral candidate,
Rick Kriseman said
after the rally, “For me,
education is the most
important issue; but
they are all interwoven.
If you can’t read, your
chances of not
graduating are greater
and if you don’t
graduate, your chances
of ending up in prison
are greater.”
FAST and pastor of Bethel
Community Baptist Church
notes that FAST believes
that the Church needs to
be an advocate of justice, as
well as a place of worship
and mercy in order to bring
about long-term benefits.
The people who comprise FAST are demonstrating that there is power in
numbers and that a dedicated group can truly make
a difference. At the end of
the assembly, Rev. Jim
Rapp of the Church of the
Isles UCC asked those
gathered, “How do we
stand?” The crowd answered with a resounding,
“Fast together.”
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LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday
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Community kitchen available for rent

SPC Midtown Campus Construction Ready to Begin
From MIDTOWN, page 1

Jolliff-Johnson, left, and Gordon review construction plans.
ST. PETERSBURG —
The African People’s Education and Defense Fund
celebrates the completion
of the Uhuru Jiko Community Commercial Kitchen in
St. Petersburg located at
1245 18th Ave. S.
The equipment and construction was made possible by donations and
support of thousands of volunteers, donors and supporters of the African
People’s Education and Defense Fund nationally.
This fully equipped and
licensed
commercial
kitchen is a great resource
for the community. It is
available for rent hourly
and monthly to anyone who
wants to operate a food concession, catering business
or develop and market new
food products.
The edition of the
kitchen makes the Akwaaba (Welcome) Hall at
the Uhuru House a full-service banquet hall / auditorium, and is now available
for family and community
events and for caterers.
Uhuru Jiko is also the
home to Uhuru Foods &
Pies, a more than 35-year-

old institution to raise resources and build support
for the Uhuru Movement.
Uhuru Foods has operated
a breakfast booth for 10
years at the St. Petersburg
Saturday Morning Market,
and nationally bakes thousands of pies for the annual
Uhuru
Holiday
Pies
fundraiser.
Uhuru Jiko can now unleash the culinary talents in
our community and give us
tremendous potential for
creating community commerce and self-sustaining
economic activity to combat the increasing unemployment and lack of
resources in our community.
Historically the African
community has provided
traditional foods and culinary arts to the community,
including caterers, bakers,
barbeque experts, community fish fries and cookouts.
Food sales have also traditionally been an avenue for
raising funds for youth,
community, church activities, and for subsidizing
family incomes.
The greatest opportunity lies in the unquestion-

able talent, skill, creativity
and entrepreneurial spirit
in the African community.
The missing factor has
been the resources and facilities to develop viable
businesses.
As part of the nonprofit
African People’s Education
and Defense Fund, Uhuru
Jiko will host classes and
training programs for the
community to promote
healthy eating and help
build African community
business.
These programs can include kids’ cooking classes,
growing and cooking with
locally grown produce and
herbs, packaging and promoting food products,
building, marketing and
managing food businesses,
nutritional cooking and
meal-planning, baking and
specialized cooking and
more.
Look out for Uhuru Jiko
Top Chef Contests and an
Uhuru Cooking Channel!
For more information, contact Princess Williams at
Akwaaba Hall 727-821-2437
or visit our website at
APEDF.org.

be a great asset and that
the early exposure to college will be a predictor of
positive educational outcomes.
The Midtown campus
will house computers for
students and have a bank
of computers that will be
open for community use,
as well as four computers
dedicated to business
startup software and
other business related
technology.
Jolliff-Johnson said she
was very excited about the
new construction and that
she appreciates the focus
and commitment that SPC
president Dr. William Law
has shown the Midtown
campus and the surrounding community.
The Midtown campus
is currently at capacity

with 599 students; however, the new campus will
serve approximately 2,070
students.
With the increase in
students, some parents
may worry that the individual attention and support the students now
receive may be a thing of
the past.
However, Jolliff-Johnson reassures that new
student performance software is making it easier to
gauge performance and
catch students before
they get into academic
trouble. The software
sends out alerts to faculty
and staff so that there can
be early inter ventions
when needed.
She also touted the
partnerships that are now
being formed with Gibbs

   

  
   
Blast from the past
Do you recognize the people in this photograph?
If so, please call 727-432-3007

GET FREE MEMBERSHIP !!!
In Funeral Consumer Guardian Society along with a Final Expense Insurance Policy
Ages 0 - 85 Eligible to Apply • Coverage up to $35,000 • No Physical Exam Required
Coverage Based on Answers to Health Questions • Premiums as Low as $25.00/mth
Lincoln Heritage
Life Insurance Company

Derick A Bernard: P128570 (727) 644 5105 c
email: insurefirst.now@gmail.com
DAB31212

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

and Boca Ciega High
Schools. Students will be
able to take high school
classes at their respective
schools, and college level
classes at the Midtown
campus.
In keeping with its
long standing tradition of
reaching out to the community, SPC Midtown will
team up with the Royal
Theatre Boys and Girls
Club to host a summer
reading program.
SPC clearly has a substantial agenda for the
new Midtown campus; it
fulfills many needs in an
area that is coming alive
after years of dormancy.
This broad concept of
what a college campus
can be in a community is
a concept whose time has
come.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Debutante
Cotillion
ST. PETERSBURG – More
than 800 supporters of the
Essence of Ebony Pearls
packed the Coliseum in downtown St. Petersburg for the
debutante scholarship cotillion
presented by the ladies of Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. March 16.
In partnership with the
Youth Development Foundation of Pinellas County, the
sorority featured 29 lovely and
multi-talented young ladies including their escorts. The formal evening included waltzing,
a father-daughter dance and the
presentation of scholarships.
Seven of the 29 participants received a total of 12,000 in scholarship awards:
The social affair is also the
culmination of a six-month training program where junior and
senior girls engage in leadership development workshops,
etiquette sessions, community
service and social activities.
Some of the program highlights
included the escorts receiving
mentorship from the men of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, a
mother-daughter tea party and
a hair and skin care workshop.
Deborah Figgs-Sanders
chaired the event along with
Sakira Hadley, Lena Wilfalk and
Lisa Brody serving as co-chairs.

Miss 1st Attendant 2013 Miss 2nd Attendant 2013 Miss 3rd Attendant 2013
Miss Caprece Thomas & Miss Congeniality 2013 Miss Monique Griffin
Gibbs H.S.
Miss Sydnee Peterman
Boca Ciega H.S.
Osceola Fundamental H.S.

Miss Debutante 2013 - Miss Hydiea Thomas
Canterbury School of Florida

Miss Community Service
2013 - Miss Courtney Furse
Boca Ciega H.S.

Miss Supreme Spirit 2013
Miss Monique Harris
Northeast H.S.

Jasmyne Green
Boca Ciega H.S.

Porcelain Griffin
Pinellas Park H.S.

Sydney-Taylor Heyward
Lakewood H.S.

Kelsey Hill
Canterbury School of
Florida

Jada Jackson
Lakewood H.S.

Kamara Jackson
Boca Ciega H.S.

Khristian Jackson
Boca Ciega H.S.

Taylor Johnson
Gibbs H.S.

D’Ananetia Jones
Pinellas Park C.J.A.

Jade Lang
Boca Ciega H.S.

Parris Lockley
Gibbs H.S.

Lauren Lord
Gibbs H.S.

Desha Lovett
Shorecrest Preparatory

Barbara Neal
Lakewood H.S.

Marilyn Parker
Lakewood H.S.

Chyanna Passley
Lakewood H.S.

Amber Perry-Rentz
Palmetto H.S.

McKenzie Rock
Osceola Fundamental H.S.

Destiny Waiters
Boca Ciega H.S.

Lauren Williams
Gibbs H.S.

Kayla Wyatt
Tarpon Springs H.S.

Brea Hollingsworth
Osceola Fundamental H.S.

Angelina Kincy
Osceola Fundamental H.S.

New charter school to open in south St. Pete
From CHARTER, page 1

Crowley
vs.
Pinellas
County School Board lawsuit.
The Crowley lawsuit
was filed on behalf of
William Crowley, his
seven-year-old son, and
other plaintiffs back in
2000. It stated that the district violated the rights of
African-American children
under the Florida constitution to an equal, highquality education and
access to programs that
could help close the
achievement gap between
black and white students.
Under the 2010 settlement, the board agreed to
tr y to create 500 new
charter school seats
within five years in black

neighborhoods.
University Prep will be
set up to house 1,200 students with a maximum of
100 per each grade. Initially there are openings
for at least 500 students in
K-5 grades to begin classes
in the fall. Davis said there
are current openings for
teachers, administrators
and board members.
The goal of the University Prep is to provide students with an academic
program preparing them to
graduate and to attend the
college of their choice. The
curriculum will offer rigorous college preparatory
classes, smaller class sizes,
transportation, breakfast
and lunch, high expecta-

tions for each student, single gender classes and
character and leadership
development.
University Preparatory
Academy CEO, Cheri
Shannon, brings with her
the experience of heading a
charter school in Kansas
City, Mo., where students
attend in grades K-12. She
feels the makeup will be
similar to the Kansas City
school where 98 percent of
the student body is African
American and 80 percent of
students are on free and reduced price lunch.
The Kansas City school
enrolls 1,200 students and
has attained success with
100 percent of its graduates
going on to college.

“The goal of our south
St. Petersburg charter is
100 percent graduation
from high school to college,” Shannon said. “We
want to provide a choice in
the community that will
work to improve grades
and offer a better opportunity for students.”
There is no tuition, but
there is a lotter y system
so parents need to apply
quickly. Several information sessions will be
conducted at different locations in the community
where parents will be able
to obtain enrollment applications.
The old Southside Fundamental School building
has not yet been approved

Cheri Shannon and Goliath Davis
at the 2013 Literacy Festival.
for sale. Early next month,
the public will know if the
1926 building will once
again open its doors as a
place of learning.

For information on employment and upcoming information sessions, please
contact Goliath Davis at
727-348-5757.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Literacy Fest 2013 was a huge success

Walking with integrity
From ROUSON , page 1

but to family and friends
whom undoubtedly suffered through his illness,
should not be overshadowed.
Jonathan Wade is Rouson’s sponsor and has been
for the last 10 years. “Early
recovery is always tough,”
he explained as was certainly the case in Rouson’s
experience.
There were soldiers in
the war on drugs along the
way. People who attempted
to help. Those who tried to
make him see there were
other options. Judges, law
enforcement, his family.
Rouson was coming off
a five day binge consisting
of alcohol and drugs when
he answered a knock on
his door. It was early morning when then Sergeant Al
White from the St. Petersburg Police Department
stepped over the threshold. Rouson knew his high
was obvious. He still recalls the quick conversation.
“He looked at me and
said, ‘Darryl you’re going
to die, or we’re going to arrest you, but we will lose
you unless you change.’”
Powerful words, but
not powerful enough.
And there were others.
Rouson remembers every
one of them even though
their efforts didn’t stick.
“I’ll never forget the people
along the way who gave
me a chance at getting
clean,” he said.
But it wasn’t until he’d
gone through seven treatment centers, lost a wife, a
daughter, friends, his law
practice, and even the respect of his mother to his
drug abuse, that he started
waking up.

Angela Rouson

Rouson is honored by friends and family.

Leila Wilson

Jonathan Wade opens up the event in prayer.

One day after his second wife, Ruby, had passed
away from breast cancer,
Rouson found himself
again in a courtroom. Not
practicing law as he once
did, but fighting for the
right to be part of his son’s
life.
“The judge looked at
me and said, ‘I’m going to
give you 10 minutes to decide whether you want
[your son] or whether you
want drugs, but after today
you will not have both.’”
This time it stuck and

Rouson fought through his
drug addiction, homelessness, and earned back not
only his place in the community as a respectable
lawyer, but his son as well.
He went on to remarry his
wife Angela and began to
make his weakness his
greatest asset.
Urged to run for president of the St. Petersburg
Chapter of the NAACP,
Rouson had his doubts.
Who would vote for an exaddict? The question was
posed, “Are you working

your sobriety with integrity,” and from that moment on, head held high,
he jumped into the ring of
politics, surviving one
smear campaign after another.
Again in 2008, urged on
by close friends, Rouson
threw his political hat into
the ring once more, running in a special election
for Florida State Representative in the House. This
time the smear campaign
was more widespread and
more demeaning. But Rou-

son didn’t falter. He fixed
his tie, buttoned his jacket
and gave a speech so stirring; he earned a standing
ovation and ultimately a
seat in the House where he
still resides today.
Just recently when Rouson decided he wanted to
run for the 2014 Democratic Leader of the Caucus
he was already behind in
the campaigning. He
needed the vote of 23 state
representatives. A bitter
battle ensued bringing on
more smear campaigns

aimed at his former issues
as an addict.
“No matter what you’ve
done to get to where you
are, they will criticize you.
They will attack you,” Rouson admitted. “That’s when
the program kicked in
again.”
Now set to redefine the
role of the House Democratic Leadership when
2014 rolls around, Rouson
couldn’t be on a better
high. He still attends his
narcotics
anonymous
meetings no matter where
he is or what he’s doing,
being sure to stay in touch
with the program.
“I make my meeting
because it will give me my
life,” he said directing his
comments to audience
members from Westcare
Florida.
Rouson’s honest and
raw portrayal of his struggle with addiction revealed
years of hard times and
scary situations that could
have cost him his life. But
every word he spoke,
every old pain he dredged
up, he did to prove a point.
A point not to those still
snickering and waiting for
him to fail, but for all those
addicts out there who may
believe there is no hope.
He is their hope and they
are his.
“That’s why it was important to me that you are
here today. Because you
are me, and I’m wrapped
up,” he said, “I’m all the
way wrapped up in your
success.”
Congratulations House
Representative
Darryl
Rouson for 15 years of sobriety and for inspiring others to walk with integrity.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Boys Basketball
All-Star Game

Locals set records at USF Steinbrenner
Invitational
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD

BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

LARGO — All star
games always feature the
best senior players from
around the county. However, you would expect to
see teams playing defense, but this game featured a barrage of three
point shots in which both
teams united for 34 three
point shots. There was
not an available seat in
the gym as the North outshot the South last Friday
night 112-105.
The North took a 4639 lead at halftime, after
the break both teams
came out smoking by
scoring 66 points apiece.
It resembled NBA players running precise fast
breaks. The South lost
but the best performance
was put on by Dallas
Moore who scored 39
points in which he made
a total of 9 three pointers.
Countryside’s Darnell

Lovett led the North with
4 - 3 pointers and a game
high 26 points. The other
double digit scorers were
Juwan Brown, JT Aguilar,
Noah Weller, Alan Kolundzic and Jarron King.
The South team had
others to score in double
digits as well, Jared Gregor y, Darrel Fuller and
DJ White. During halftime there was a three
point shoot out and it was
won by St. Pete High’s
Demontrae Adams.
White from Bogie
won the slam dunk competition. This was the senior’s last game as a high
schoolers and a vast majority of these guys will
be attending college or
playing basketball at the
next level.
On Friday night at
Eckerd College, Pinellas
County will face off
against
Hillsborough
County in a classic allstar game.

Sports Writer

TAMPA — Pinellas
County has found itself in a
great position when it
comes to running some of
the best times in the nation
on the oval surface. There
are several schools here locally that have been going
out and establishing some
of the nation’s best times
according to Dyestat Elite
100.
Gibbs High has the top
sprinter in the nation in
Trayvon Bromell who is undefeated in his signature
100 and 200 meters. As of
late, he has been putting
ups some smashing performances in just about all
of his meets.
Last Sat. at the USF
Steinbrenner Invitational
Track and Field Meet, all
Bromell did was annihilate
his competitors. In the 100
meters he posted the
fastest time to date, 10.42,
which is the fastest non
wind aided time in the
country according to Dyestat Elite 100.
In the 200 Bromell was
suffering from a little bit of
dehydration, but still managed to post the nation’s

fastest non wind aided time
by running a 21.07. On a
national scale, he has become one of the nation’s
elite high school track and
field athletes.
Lakewood High is not
to be outdone when it
comes to posting some of
the nation’s fastest times in
several events. The Spartans 4x100 which features
Shaquill and Shaquem Griffin, Marquez Valdez and
DeAndre Boykins smashed
the field at the by setting
the meet record with a
41.11 and posting the third
fastest time in the nation.
The Griffins twins,
Holmes and Adams ran
4x400 meter relay and
posted some of the fastest
time in the country this season.
Timothy Holmes is
head and shoulders above
his chief rivals here in
Pinellas by running a 38.10
in the 300 high hurdles,
which is the fifth fastest
time in the country. Also in
the 110 high hurdles he ran
posted a wind aided time of
14.34, which is one of the
fastest in the nation as well.
At the end of the day let’s
see how many state championships they bring home.

Shaquem Griffin

Have any questions or
comments about TWCSports? Email Us!

Junior Gladiators finds
new home
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG The Gibbs Junior Gladiators have something to
cheer about because this
season they will bolt from
Pop Warner and join the
Suncoast Youth Football
Conference. On top of
that, they will be celebrating their 20 year anniversary. The organization is
no stranger when it
comes to winning football
championships and cheerleading competitions.
If you have watched
youth league football
evolve over the last several years, there have
been a lot of chess like
moves to the point where
organizations have been
somewhat crippled. However, the Gladiators have
survived through it all and
maintained its status in
the community.
Times have most certainly changed and the organization is looking to
recapture its glory days
before the transformation
of youth league football in
St. Petersburg. Before the
breakup of the now defunct PYFC, the Gladiators won championships
on nearly every level from
the flyweights to the pee
wees. Their flyweights
have had the most success out of any of their
teams.

Since 1995, while in
the PYFC they played in
nine championships, winning seven; now that
speaks in volumes as far
as an organization with
credibility is concerned.
This Sat. will be their first
registration at 4801 31st
St. So. Sports Complex
from 10-2 p.m.
Parents are asked to
bring two recent pictures.
Fees for the cheerleaders
are $160, which includes
shoes, socks, bloomers
and shorts. Boys fees are
$140, that includes a jersey with their name on the
back and socks. $80 for
flag. They are also seeking football and cheerleader coaches.
They are back and are
looking for parents to
bring their children back
to an organization that has
survived through some
tough times.
If there is anyone out
there that is willing to
make a financial contribution, big or small, it would
be greatly appreciated.
The Junior Gladiators are
looking for some sponsors
to help with rising costs of
running an organization.
Parents please bring
your children back to the
new and improved Junior
Gladiators organization.
There is no waiting list so
let’s take advantage of this
golden opportunity.

Louis Murphy, Jr. signs with Giants
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Louis Murphy Jr., former
Lakewood Spartan, Florida
Gator, Oakland Raider and
Carolina Panther, has been
in the big leagues for five
years and is now with his
third professional team.
He spent his first several years with the Raiders
and was traded to the Panthers midway through
training camp last season.
He played out his rookie
contract, and the Panthers
opted not to resign him
which allowed him to become a free agent.
Murphy will be teaming up with Eli Manning to
possibly become a deep
threat for the Giants. Even
though he only signed a
one year deal, this season
could prove to be a ver y
pivotal year. The terms of
his contract were undisclosed.
Giants GM Jerry Reese
said Murphy was signed
for his speed. “This guy
can take the top off your
defense,” Reese said. “He
gives us a different dimension.
However, what Murphy
is missing is a lucrative
long term deal that ever y
NFL player longs for. He
seems to have the right
tools but apparently there
is something missing
within his game. Nevertheless, his heady play is
keeping his career alive in
the NFL.
One thing Murphy can

be applauded for is his excellent service to his community. Ever y year since
his senior year in college
he has put on a football

camp in St. Pete. He has
not forgotten where he
came from.
With this being a crucial year for Murphy, he

must step his game up and
prove that he can exceed
all expectations and get
that long term contract
that he deserves.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     

     






  

  

 




  

   












 


 







Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/












Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.
















   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    















 


Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.






  
 





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

 
 

 

 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




  






 

 
 





 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 




  
  
     
   
 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.





    





     

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2013

11

CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 

 



   

 
 
  
 
 
  



   
    
   
  


THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Easter Production featuring
Pastor Charles Jenkins
ST. PETERSBURG — The
10th Street Church of God &
New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church 2013 Easter Production presents “God Is Not
Dead” featuring five time Stellar Awards Winner Pastor
Charles Jenkins singing “Awesome” #1 gospel song of the
year from “The Best of Both
Worlds,” Inspired People CD.
Pastor Jenkins was born
and raised in St. Petersburg
and grew up singing in the
“Sunshine Choir” at 10th
Street Church of God. Pastor
Jenkins became a licensed
minister at age 16 and was ordained two years later. He attended Moody Bible Institute,

Chicago where he earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in
Christian Education and he
has a Master of Arts in Religion from Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School.
Jenkins has served as Senior Pastor at Fellowship Missionary
Baptist
Church
Chicago for the past 12 years.
Pastor Jenkins is married to
Dr. Tara Rawls-Jenkins and is
the father of Princess, Paris
and Charles Jenkins, III. He is
the son of Gwendolyn Elaine
Jenkins of St. Petersburg and
the older brother of Carlton
Jenkins, Chicago.
The production is Fri.,
March 22 at 7 p.m. Lakewood

High School Auditorium 1400
54th Ave. S. The School Board
of Pinellas County is neither
sponsoring nor affiliated with
this event. For more information call New Hope MBC 727
896- 5228 or 10th St. COG call
727-867- 3242.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community
at large, its wish that there would
be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Events for March 2013
Mar 18-22 - Progressive M
& E Baptist State Convention I
Jacksonville, FL.

Mar 23 - Senior Mission No.
2 Meeting at 10 a.m.
Mar 24 - Palm Sunday
Mar 27-29 - Congress #2
Hosted by Southside Tabernacle ~ Services 7 nightly. Saturday Morning Children’s
Praise Rally Begins at 9:30.
Mar 29 - Good Friday
Mar 31 - Resurrection Sunday (Easter) –Two Services:
Sunrise Service at 7 a.m. and
Morning Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited

to come out study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday
at 6 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday
seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening
at 7 p.m.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Join us as we embark on our
continuous exciting journey for
2013 in His glory and honor. We
will saturate the year with a focus
to introduce Jesus Christ to our
community.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. If this season
you have not visited a church, we
cordially invite you to come and
fellowship with us!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
March 24 – National Marriage Celebration: The Ship
will be recognizing our married couples during the 10:45
a.m. worship service. Come
join us as we commend their
Victory in Christ. All FMBC
married couples are encouraged to register (Marriage
Ministry) in the church
atrium.
March 26 – 29: ROAD TO

CALVARY REVIVAL – 7 p.m.
nightly. Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Pastor and the Friendship family invite you to participate in a
Road to Calvary Experience!
Bring a friend, family member
or loved one for awesome
praise and worship PLUS powerful nightly messages. Now
is your time for “Total Surrender, Total Sacrifice and Total
Stewardship.” II Corinthians
9:6-8.
March 31 – Resurrection
Sunday! A Sunday celebration
rejoicing in the resurrection of
Jesus Christ promises to be a
vibrant mix of praise music
with Choir-led and congregational singing and inspiring
messages laced with God’s
love from Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church. Worship Service at 6:45 a.m. and
10 a.m., Drama Ministry at
8:30 a.m. Breakfast will be
served.

Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to happiness or heaven, you’ll find it
through Jesus Christ. Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open doors.
Friendships’ Morning Service
starts at 7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School begins at 9:30
a.m.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes on
Thursday nights, at 7. First Lady
Teresa Evans, director of Youth
Ministry.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us each
Wednesday for Noonday Bible
Study or each Wednesday night
at 7 p.m. as we study in the Book
of MARK, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
facilitator.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends
an invitation to the community to join us as we declare
the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/Children
Rising are held on Wednesday evening, at 7.
We are committed to a

Christ-centered, People-centered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching ministry;
with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity,
Peace and Growth. We celebrate in worship, we care for
one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles
results in a kaleidoscope of
ministries for all ages and in-

terests. We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line. (727-321-9645)
Women of Grace Ministry Standing on the Promises of God’s Fellowship
Saturday, March 23, 9-10:30
a.m. Motivational speaker
Hedy Prevost.
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554.
Fax:
727-327-0240.
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.c
om. Website: www.bmmbc.org.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
The New Mount Olive
Primitive Baptist Church
cordially invites ever yone
to Sun., March 24, at 4 p.m.,
we will obser ve our Parsonage Mortgage Burning. We
thank God for bringing us

this far. We invite all to
come and celebrate with us
as we give praises to God
for allowing us to make this
accomplishment.
Elder
Bruce Sanders, Pastor of
St. James Primitive Baptist

Church of Mulberr y FL will
bring the message and the
Brothers of Harmony will
render the song ser vice.
Come on out, we will be
looking for you.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

At His feet
For a certain woman, whose young
daughter had an unclean spirit, heard of
him, and came and fell at his feet (Mark
7:25).
As I began to read through several
passages of scripture where people fell at
Jesus feet what impressed me the most,
was the fact that they all knew who Jesus
was. In Mark 7:25 there is a Syro-phenician woman who falls at Jesus feet for her
daughter to be healed. In Mark 5:21-24,
Jarius a ruler of the synagogue fell at
Jesus feet. Lastly, we read about the
Woman with the issue of blood (Luke
8:43).
We find examples of respect being indicated by getting down on the ground. At
times people literally fell at the feet of others. How many of us have ever gotten
down on the ground and put ourselves at
the feet of another person? Not many of
us can say we have done this. Yet, this is
the very thing we find in the life of Jesus.
If we want to show respect to someone,
how do we do it?
Our culture uses a variety of techniques. We might let someone go in front
of us. Respect can be indicated by seating
placement (certain social situations have
a head table). Respect can come in the
form of words like Mr. and Mrs. We have
titles such as pastor, doctor, president, and
senator. There are cultures where people
bow. We might inform someone of a decision we are about to make and their silence can indicate respect.
Mark 7:25, describes this child as a
daughter. How often do we see small chil-

dren who have terrible problems, such as
cancer, AIDS, heart problems, and blindness? Here is a child possessed by a
demon. Satan is so cruel that he afflicts
our children. This woman was not a Jew;
she was really outside the scope of the
Lord’s ministry. Yet, the problem was so
severe and she was so desperate she came
and she begged for Jesus to heal her
daughter.
Are you facing a problem that seems
so severe and you are not sure what to do?
Then do like this woman fall at the feet of
Jesus and beg. There are times when we
as individuals, have to let go of having it
all together. It is time for Godly women to
enter into our bedroom closet or bathroom and shut the door. The bible says
what we do in secret will be rewarded to
us openly. Man is desperate because of
sin. We cannot solve the problem of sin on
our own. Even professional help will not
take care of sin; we need divine help.
Jesus came to provide that divine help
and our response to His salvation should
be thankfulness. The angels in heaven
even know who is in charge. Scripture informs us that they worship around the
throne night and day crying Holy Holy
Holy. If we truly realized and understood
who Jesus was, God in the flesh, (Jn. 1:14),
and who He is now (one who has all authority, Mt. 28), we would be at His feet,
which literally means a life surrendered to
and dedicated to doing the will of God. I
invite you to join me at the feet of Jesus.
Peace and Blessings.
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